Allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation: does it have a place in treating Hodgkin lymphoma?
Although the majority of patients with Hodgkin lymphoma achieve sustained remission with frontline treatment, there is still a subset of patients with much less favorable prognosis. The current standard of care for Hodgkin lymphoma patients with relapsed or refractory disease is autologous stem cell transplantation. However, no randomized trial has compared autologous stem cell transplantation with allogeneic stem cell transplantation prospectively, and most studies comparing allogeneic stem cell transplantation with historical controls of autologous stem cell transplantation use a myeloablative conditioning reference group. With the more frequent use of reduced-intensity conditioning transplantation in recent studies, the role for allogeneic stem cell transplantation in Hodgkin lymphoma patients is being redefined. In contrast to other types of lymphomas, Hodgkin lymphoma patients are younger at diagnosis, which makes a curative strategy such as allogeneic stem cell transplantation particularly appealing. This review examines the role of allogeneic stem cell transplantation in Hodgkin lymphoma by looking at both retrospective and prospective analyses in the era of reduced-intensity conditioning transplantation, donor lymphocyte infusions, and biologically based treatments.